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The Ecumenical Coordination of Service and Humanitarian Assistance in El Salvador (DIACONIA)
has recently approached several national and international religious organizations, requesting
that a foreign delegation visit El Salvador as soon as possible. The major objective of the visit is
to collect information on recent abuses and threatening developments involving church workers
and activities. The delegation, according to DIACONIA, should consist of at least five persons
from the World Council of Churches (Geneva), the Lutheran World Federation (Geneva), the Latin
American Council of Churches (Lima, Peru), the National Council of Churches (USA), the Catholic
Episcopal Conference (USA), and Lutheran World Relief (USA). Representation should include
persons "at the highest level" of those organizations. A summary of the specific concerns which
would be investigated by the foreign delegation appears below. *Death threats against prominent
Salvadoran church leaders, including Bishop Medardo E. Gomez (Lutheran Church of El Salvador.
*Letters by the Joint High Command of the Salvadoran Armed Forces to Bishop Medardo Gomez
and Archbishop Monsignor Arturo Rivera Damas, which question and restrict humanitarian aid to
the displaced and the accompaniment of the same, principally by foreign religious and lay persons
who provide their voluntary service to both Lutheran and Catholic churches. *The absence of free
transit and the excessive control of the churches and institutions which attend to the most pressing
needs of the repatriated population from Mesa Grande, Honduras, and other resettlements of
former refugees and displaced persons, as well as the restriction of access to foreign delegations at
these sites. *The recent militarization of the Catholic Church run- Calle Real refugee camp. *The
illegal raid and meticulous search of the central offices of the Foundation for the Promotion of
Cooperatives (FUNPROCOOP), on Jan. 27 from 3 to 7 p.m. by a uniformed and armed contingent
of the National Guard. During the raid, Lic. Cesar Rafael Mejia, FUNPROCOOP chief of planning
and projects, was captured and placed under National Guard custody. The specific objectives of the
foreign delegation's visit, said DIACONIA, include: 1) Collect information in a direct fashion on the
current situation experienced by religious assistance efforts in El Salvador; 2) Provide gestures and
actions of moral support and solidarity regarding the work of Salvadoran churches and institutions
before the government and armed forces, the US Embassy and other embassies, principally those
of European Community members; 3) Promote gestures and actions of moral support and solidarity
regarding the work of Salvadoran churches and institutions before foreign churches, governments
and agencies, and the International Verification and Followup Commission created under the
regional peace plan. [02/05/88 newsbrief, CUANES/El Salvador (Christian Urgent Action Network
for Emergency Support/El Salvador)]
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